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MEMBERSHIP IN THE ASSOCIATION 


All who are interested in the welfare of Catholic educational work 
are invited to become members of the National Catholic Educational 
Association. It is the desire of the Executive Board that the member- 
ship be increased so that the organization may represent a powerful 
influence in favor of religious education in America. 


Support: The expenses of the Association are raised by the annual 
dues of the members, and by contributions from those who have taken 
a particular interest in the work. Membership dues, effective Janu- 
ary 1, 1950, are as follows: 


Sustaining Membership: Anyone desiring to give special aid to 
the Association may become a sustaining member. The annual fee 
for such membership is $10.00. 


Seminary Dues: Each Seminary in the Seminary Department 
pays-an annual fee of $25.00. 


Minor Seminary Dues: Each Minor Seminary in the Minor Sem- 
inary Department pays an annual fee of $25.00. 


College and University Dues: Constituent Membership—Each 
College and University with an enrollment of more than 1,500 pays 
an annual fee of $50.00; those institutions with enrollment between 
500 and 1,500 pay $40.00 annually; institutions with enrollments of 
less than 500 pay $30.00 annually. Associate Membership—tinstitu- 
tions holding Associate Membership pay $20.00 per year. 


Secondary School Dues: Each High School and Academy with an 
enrollment over 250 pays an annual fee of $10.00; each with enroll- 
ment under 250 pays an annual fee of $5.00. 


School Superintendents’ Dues: Each Superintendent in the School 
Superintendents’ Department pays an annual fee of $5.00. 


Elementary School Dues: Each Elementary School with an 
enrollment in excess of 500 pays $5.00 annually; schools with an en- 
rollment of from 200 to 500 pay $4.00 annually; schools with an 
enrollment of below 200 pay $3.00 annually. Priests, teachers, and 
laymen may become members of this Department. The annual fee for 
individual membership is $3.00. 


Catholic Deaf Education Dues: Each member in the Catholic 
Deaf Education Section pays an annual fee of $3.00. 


Catholic Blind Education Dues: An institutional member in the 
Catholic Blind Education Section pays an annual fee of $5.00. Indi- 
vidual members pay $3.00. 


General Membership: Anyone interested in the work of Catholic 
education may become a member of the Association, The annual fee 
for individual membership in all departments, except Sustaining and 
School Superintendents’, is $3.00. 


Publications: The Association issues a quarterly Bulletin pub- 
lished in February, May, August, and November of each year. The 
August Bulletin includes the Proceedings of the Annual Meeting. 
These Bulletins and special publications are sent to all members. 


General Office of the National Catholic Educational Association 
1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 
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UNIVERSITIES OF THE WORLD UNITE 
VERY REV. PAUL C. REINERT, S.J.1 


The germinal idea underneath the conviction that sub- 
stantial benefits for humanity could be gained by an asso- 
ciation of the universities of the world seems to have 
originated in the minds of certain educators who saw that 
UNESCO would to some degree always be handicapped in 
its program by the same obstacles that are constantly 
plaguing the United Nations itself. Essentially political 
in structure, UNESCO cannot separate itself entirely from 
procedures which are proper enough in governmental circles 
but which can hamper the free exchange of thought and the 
full recognition of different ideologies even among individ- 
uals within the same country. With UNESCO’s blessing and 
tangible support, therefore, it was decided to hold an organi- 
zational meeting at the Centre Universitaire Mediterranee 
at Nice in France, December 4-10, 1950. 

The universities to be invited to the conference were 
chosen by an Interim Committee composed of Paul de Ber- 
redo Carneiro (Brazil), Chen Yuan (China), J. F. Foster 
(Great Britain), Shafik Ghorbal (Egypt), Bernard Houssay 
(Argentina), Jan Kozak (Czechoslovakia), H. R. Kruyt 
(Holland, Chairman of the Committee), Sarvepalli Rad- 
hakrishnan (India), Jean Sarrailh (France), and George 
F. Zook (United States of America). On Dr. Zook, at that 
time still President of the American Council on Education, 
fell the difficult task of choosing thirty-five American 
institutions of higher education among the more than one 
thousand who could have been considered eligible. The 
limitation of thirty-five had been set with an obvious eye to 
preventing the American delegation from exercising in 
educational matters the “imperialism” currently being 
decried in other spheres of our foreign policies and activ- 
ities. Wisely enough, Dr. Zook chose a rather well-balanced 
cross section of the varied types of colleges and universi- 


1 President, St. Louis University, St. Louis, Missouri. 
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ties in this country. Harvard, Columbia, Stanford; several 
large state universities; Wilson Teachers College; Pomona 
College; and five Catholic institutions—The Catholic Uni- 
versity, Fordham, Georgetown, Notre Dame and Saint 
Louis universities—were among those who were asked to 
attend. 


GENERAL MEETINGS OF THE CONFERENCE 

Roll call on Monday morning, December 4, indicated 
that one hundred and ninety-four universities from fifty- 
five countries, as well as a considerable number of educa- 
tional associations, were represented. During the week 
seven general sessions were held at which addresses were 
given by Dr. Torres-Bodet, Director General of UNESCO, 
Dr. George Zook, Dr. Bernard Houssay, Director of the 
Institute of Biology and Medicine of Buenos Aires, and 
Mr. Pierre Auger, Director of the Department of Natural 
Sciences of UNESCO. The general theme of these lecturers 
was: “The Role of Universities in View of the Material 
and Moral Changes Brought About in Modern Society by 
Scientific and Technical Progress.” 

From a mechanical viewpoint the method of handling 
these general meetings left nothing to be desired. The hall 
of the university in which the sessions were held was 
equipped with IBM instantaneous translation earphones, 
enabling each participant to hear the message in English, 
French or Spanish. Unfortunately, however, as happens 
so often at conferences of this nature, there was practically 
no opportunity to have a general discussion of these papers 
from the floor. 


COMMISSIONS OF THE CONFERENCE 
On the basis of expressed preference before the con- 
ference began, the participants were divided into three 
commissions, and it was in the meetings of these commis- 
sions that the chief work of the conference was accom- 
plished. The Commission on the Constitution, under the 
chairmanship of S. R. Dongerkery of the University of Bom- 
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bay in India, was charged with the responsibility of pre- 
paring and presenting to the general delegation the text of a 
constitution, using as background material various docu- 
ments assembled by the Interim Committee. The Commis- 
sion on Membership and Finance, headed by Dr. Francis 
Rogers, Dean of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at 
Harvard, was to determine the number and type of criteria 
to be used in inviting institutions to membership as well as 
appropriate means of financing the administrative opera- 
tions of the association. The third Commission studied the 
question of establishing a Bureau through which the services 
of the association would be channelled, and the type of pro- 
gram which might be followed after the association had gone 
beyond the organizational stage. 

Meeting for lengthy periods, these three commissions 
were rather consistently handicapped by the language 
difficulty and the inevitable overlapping of assignments 
between the three groups. If it had not been for a number 
of private sessions held between leaders in the various 
groups, it is improbable that the thinking of the conference 
would ever have crystallized. To the surprise of many, by 
the end of the week the reports of the three commissions 
had been so completely reconciled that they were accepted 
almost verbatim by the general assembly. 

THE CONSTITUTION 

Briefly, the constitution sets up an International Asso- 
ciation of Universities intended “to provide a center of 
cooperation at the international level among universities 
and among organizations in the field of higher education 
generally.” Degree-granting institutions, dedicated to study 
of several branches of knowledge on.the level of higher 
education, are eligible for membership. The membership 
fee is to be determined by the Administrative Board accord- 
ing to a four-level scale governed by the size of an institu- 
tion’s student enrollment. 

The administrative organization of the Association 
consists of: a) the General Conference of Universities, 
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the supreme authority, composed of the entire membership 
which is to meet at least every five years; b) the President 
of the Association elected by the General Conference for 
one term only until the next regular meeting of the Confer- 
ence; c) the Administrative Board, consisting of ten to 
fourteen members each with an alternate, elected at the 
regular meeting of the Conference and eligible for re- 
election; meeting as a Board once a year; d) the Inter- 
national Universities Bureau, the permanent secretariate of 
the Association, responsible to the Administrative Board 
through a Director with headquarters in Paris. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

One of the most disturbing features of the conference 
was the manner in which the President and Administrative 
Board were elected. There was no nominating committee, 
all names being submitted from the floor. This resulted 
in a series of lengthy speeches and supporting statements 
on behalf of each name proposed. After he had declined 
the nomination over a period of several hours, Dr. Sarrailh, 
Rector of the University of Paris, was eventually elected 
President. The long list of Administrative Board members 
and their alternates need not be given here, but suffice it 
to say that many delegates were thoroughly dissatisfied 
with the disorderly, unorthodox procedures which were fol- 
lowed before the elections were finally completed. Far too 
much attention was given to the reputation of the institu- 
tion which an individual was representing and too little 
to the abilities and contribution of the delegates themselves. 


POINTS OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO CATHOLIC EDUCATORS 

1) To what extent did Catholic educational institutions 
and their delegates participate in and influence the estab- 
lishment of the International Association of Universities? 
As was mentioned earlier, there were five Catholic uni- 
versities among the thirty-five invited from the United 
States. The delegates from these institutions were as fol- 
lows: Dr. C. Joseph Nuesse (The Catholic University), 
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Rev. Edward B. Rooney, S.J. (Fordham), Very Rev. 
Hunter Guthrie, S.J. (Georgetown), Dr. William O. Shana- 
han (Notre Dame), and the writer from Saint Louis Uni- 
versity. Unfortunately, illness after his arrival in Europe 
prevented Father Guthrie from participating in the con- 
ference, but it can be said conservatively that the other 
four were definitely articulate and influential, particularly 
in the work of the commissions. Special recognition should 
go to Father Rooney who, because of his previous contacts 
with the leaders in this movement at UNESCO meetings 
in Mexico City in 1947 and Utrecht in 1948, had established 
himself as a forthright exponent of basic Christian prin- 
ciples underlying higher education. A great deal of the 
influence wielded by Father Rooney and other delegates 
was necessarily negative in character, e.g., the insistence 
on the removal of ambiguous phrases in the preamble of 
the constitution which could easily have been interpreted 
later as inimical to Catholic thought. 

In addition to the five American Catholic institutions, 
there were present representatives of fifteen Catholic uni- 
versities from other countries. With one or two exceptions, 
however, they were noticeably quiet and retiring, pointing 
up the rather unfortunate fact that the United States is 
one of the very few countries in which Catholic universities 
have established themselves and won respect as autonomous 
yet integral parts of the entire system of higher education. 

It might also be mentioned that a number of secular 
institutions were represented by Catholic delegates. Among 
them were Harvard University, represented by Dr. Francis 
Rogers, very able and active Catholic, and the University 
of Leyden (Holland), represented by Father L. R. Sassen. 

2) Another feature of the conference which had both 
immediate and long-range implications for Catholic higher 
education was the attitude towards the nature and purpose 
of the International Association expressed at the first gen- 
eral session of the conference by the British delegation. 
This group wished membership in the Association to be 
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drastically restricted, possibly to a total of not more than 
thirty or forty institutions. It soon became clear that Dr. 
Francis Rogers had come to the conference with directions 
from President Conant that Harvard, like the British uni- 
versities, would be interested only in an organization as 
exclusive as the Association of American Universities. It 
should be stated to the credit of Dr. Rogers that, at a special 
meeting of the American delegates called by Dr. Zook to 
discuss this precise point, when it became abundantly clear 
that as a group the Americans were solidly opposed to this 
viewpoint, Harvard united with the other institutions from 
the United States and elsewhere to override the British 
position. In fact, eventually it became possible to establish 
the point that, not only should membership not be exces- 
sively exclusive, but some four-year colleges as well as uni- 
versities in the strict sense should be among the American 
institutions invited to membership. 

The implications of this development for Catholic 
higher education, particularly in the United States, are quite 
obvious. If the International Association of Universities 
were to be comprised of thirty or forty institutions, past 
experience would indicate that we could scarcely anticipate 
anything like adequate Catholic representation. Since it 
is now the plan to invite approximately two hundred uni- 
versities to charter membership, we can confidently hope 
that through the active participation of a substantial num- 
ber of our institutions, the Catholic viewpoint will not go 
unheard in future deliberations of the International Asso- 
ciation of Universities. 

3) One final point of more than passing interest to 
Catholic educators is the story of the relationship of the 
Spanish universities to the Nice conference. When the 
original invitations to the conference were sent to all coun- 
tries, Spain had been deliberately by-passed. Father Ed- 
ward Rooney learned of this about six months before the 
date for the conference and, on inquiry, was told that 
the Interim Committee had taken the position that some 
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Spanish universities should be invited. Certain individuals 
active in UNESCO, however, had protested that since at 
that time there were difficulties between Spain and one of 
the UN agencies, the Spanish institutions could not be 
invited. Father Rooney succeeded in impressing the Interim 
Committee with the utter injustice of this viewpoint. If 
Spain were being excluded because of non-membership in 
the UN, why had universities from other non-UN countries 
been asked to attend? If Spain was not to be represented 
because of its government being totalitarian, why were uni- 
versities in Russia, Poland and Jugoslavia invited? (Inci- 
dentally, repeated invitations brought not even an acknowl- 
edgement from countries behind the Iron Curtain with the 
exception of Jugoslavia.) Thus placed in an uncomfortable 
position, the Interim Committee saw to it that invitations 
were extended with the result that six Spanish universities 
were represented at the conference. 
FUTURE OF THE ASSOCIATION 

The Constitution of the International Association of 
Universities has recently been published and the Inter- 
national Universities Bureau, under the direction of Mr. 
Jacques Lambert in Paris (19 Avenue Kleber), is now pre- 
paring to furnish documentary material, statistics, and 
other information to universities throughout the world. 
Since the Administrative Board has not met subsequent to 
the Nice conference, the institutions which will be invited 
to charter membership have not as yet been determined. 
Undoubtedly the unsettled world conditions will prevent 
rapid progress in getting the Association into functioning 
order in the near future. It is altogether possible, however, 
that as time goes on the International Association of Uni- 
versities will become an extremely influential force in the 
field of world-wide higher education. And for this reason 
it is gratifying to know that Catholic universities were 
active in its inception, and it is imperative that they keep 
an active, articulate interest in the Association in the 
vears ahead. 








SUMMARY OF THE 48TH ANNUAL NCEA 
CONVENTION 


REv. WILLIAM EF. MCMANUS 1 


In his cordial address of welcome, His Excellency, 
Bishop Hoban expressed the encouraging prediction that 
during this convention our “discussions and deliberations 
should advance the cause of good citizenship—the citizen- 
ship of earth and the citizenship of heaven.” We delegates 
have tried our best to make this prediction come true. 

To Monsignor Hochwalt’s courageous and challenging 
question, “Is it necessary for us to be so involved in the 
humdrum housekeeping of Christian life and Christian 
teaching that we lose our sense of perspective, spending all 
our time converting the converted, leaving the market place 
and the battle of dissenting voices to others less blessed and 
less endowed than are we?”—to this question we answer an 
emphatic “No.” Our activities here confirm this answer. 

At this convention routine business and discussion of 
transitory administrative questions were kept at a minimum 
so that we delegates in company with the distinguished 
theologians, philosophers, jurists, legislators and educators 
who graced our program might probe deeply into the diffi- 
cult and complicated issue of human rights and education. 
On the whole, this effort has been a rewarding experience, 
despite the fact that even after our careful attention to the 
learned wisdom in so many papers we were left somewhat 
confused about the educational implications of what we had 
heard. We will anxiously await publication of the con- 
vention proceedings which shall be in truth our encyclopedia 
of Catholic teaching on human rights. 

Although we occasionally heard the inevitable con- 
demnation of the obviously wicked world about us, we 
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more frequently were favored with papers and discussions 
which pleaded for unselfish and uncompromising coopera- 
tion with God’s grace as the only adequate means to burn 
into our very souls deep convictions about our God-given 
rights. Repeatedly we were advised that without these 
convictions, developed through prayer, sacrifice and study, 
we dare not attempt to persuade our neighbor in the market 
place of his God-given dignity and of his duties to God 
who is the Source of his rights. 

Several speakers described St. Paul as a learned and 
militant defender of human rights and we delegates were 
urged, as was St. Paul, to “go unto the city,” the sinful, 
corrupt, miserable city and there to “preach Christ cruci- 
fied.” The crucifix is, as Mrs. Luce said, “the very symbol 
of the indignities that man can heap upon man” but it is 
also the sign of redemption, of the restoration of mankind 
to a state of dignity that is the foundation of human rights. 
We leave this convention better prepared to move into the 
secular world—not to condemn it righteously, but to save 
it religiously. 

A sound philosophy of human rights was presented 
competently by the keynote speakers at the general and 
departmental sessions. God, the Creator of mankind, has 
charged man with obligations which arise from his dignity 
as a human being, from his nature as a person with an 
immortal destiny, and from his membership in society with 
other men. These obligations constitute the ensemble of 
man’s duties to God, to himself, to his fellowmen, to the 
State and to the community of States. That man might 
discharge these duties, he has been endowed with certain 
natural inalienable rights. Because he has these rights, 
he has freedom, freedom to worship God as God wants to 
be worshipped; freedom to search for the truth; freedom 
to express the truth; freedom to raise a family; freedom 
to éontrol the education of his children; freedom to develop 
a truly democratic, political, economic and social order; 


freedom to associate in common cause with his neighbors; 
« 
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freedom to live where he wants, to work where he finds con- 
genial employment—these freedoms and many more were 
associated with man’s basic rights to perform his duty 
towards God, self, neighbor and society. Freedom was 
spoken of not as a mere immunity from coercion by the 
State or by the majority in a given society; freedom was 
reverenced as power—power to be human in the exercise 
of inalienable rights. And that is true freedom. 


Men of the law—-Congressman Eugene McCarthy, Mr. 
Stewart Lynch, and Attorney General Howard McGrath— 
presented scholarly papers, setting forth the principles of 
political philosophy, jurisprudence and case law which give 
legal sanction and protection to our human rights. We 
now understand more clearly the meaning and implications 
of “freedom under law.” We realize, too, that it probably 
will be impossible for the government of the United States 
to guarantee to all its citizens the free exercise of human 
rights as long as a large part of the population stubbornly 
refuses to admit that human rights have no color and have 
no racial background. To us educators is assigned the task 
of creating a climate of public opinion that will help gov- 
ernment protect the human rights of all citizens. 


The major part of the program was presented by edu- 
cators who, I must say, displayed extraordinary resource- 
fulness, ingenuity, and skill in their down-to-earth, emi- 
nently practical consideration of the convention theme. 
Catholic principles of human rights were applied over the 
whole range of the educational system—seminary, higher, 
secondary, and elementary; teacher-training, curriculum, 
textbooks, school administration; every phase of the Cath- 
olic educational process was examined in the light of our 
responsibility to teach pupils the full meaning of human 
rights. 


In the small sectional meetings, where there generally 
was little oratory and much discussion, the practical mean- 
ing of human rights was considered quite frankly in terms 
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of the adage, “Practice what you preach!” For example, 
parents were invited to show how certain practices of school 
administration violate the rights of parents and pupils. 
In turn, parents were told that the school rarely can cor- 
rect prejudices which children acquire from the bad 
example of their parents. Another example of this frank 
approach to our convention theme was the discussion of 
seminary discipline as it pertains to the fundamental rights 
of seminarians. 


Throughout the entire convention there was a spirit 
of wholesome humility, of regret for failures and of honest 
sorrow for mistakes. For the most part the convention 
was not an occasion for mutual admiration nor was it a 
forum for a display of erudition about lofty topics. During 
the days of the convention thousands of classroom teach- 
ers, supervisors, administrators and other school officials 
endeavored to reduce the high principles of human rights 
to teaching specifics for use in the Catholic collegiate, sec- 
ondary and elementary classroom. It was a working con- 
vention, and the product of our efforts, I trust, will be 
manifest in the improvement of our teaching of human 
rights in the classroom situation. 


Perhaps we may not have obtained all the information 
we so hopefully planned to acquire during this convention. 
Perhaps the convention has raised more problems than it 
has solved. If that be true, the convention is a grand suc- 
cess, for as long as we have problems, we may be sure of 
a ccntinued effort to improve our teaching of human rights. 
May we be spared from the influence of Catholic educators 
who think they have all the answers. 


In the long run the value of the convention will be 
measured in the inspiration and encouragement it brought 
to the administrators and teachers who will persevere year 
after year in a tireless effort to give our pupils an education 
that never overlooks or disregards any human right of the 
child, his parents, or his neighbors. 
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I am confident that with God’s help we of Catholic 
education will accept without reservation the mandate of 
Pope Pius XI, who said in his encyclical on the Christian 
Education of Youth: “In consequence of his high concep- 
tion of the nature and gifts of man, the Catholic is neces- 
sarily the champion of true human rights and the defender 
of true human liberties.” 








